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FORT ST JOHN
The Energetic City

REQUEST FOR DECISION

File # 0340-50

Report To: Mayor and Council
From: Kylah Bryde, Director of Community Services
Subject: Administration Report No. 0152/25

Amendment to Naming Rights Policy No. 116
Meeting: Regular Council
Meeting Date: December 8, 2025

RECOMMENDATION:

"THAT, Naming Rights Policy No. 116, as attached to Administration Report No.
0152/25, be approved as presented."

CAO'S COMMENTS:
Naming rights to public recreation amenities offer a revenue stream which offsets the significant
operating and capital costs associated with these facilities.

ALTERNATIVE RECOMMENDATION:
"THAT, Council receive Administration Report No. 0152/25 - Amendment to Naming Rights Policy
No. 116, for information."

OR

"THAT, Council make the following amendments to the Naming RightS Policy No. 116:
e (INSERT AMENDMENTS)
AND THAT, Naming Rights Policy No. 116 be adopted as amended."

KEY ISSUES(S)/CONCEPTS DEFINED:
To update the Naming Rights Policy to reflect current industry standards and best practices.

RELEVANT POLICY:
Naming Rights Policy No. 116/09



IMPLICATIONS OF RECOMMENDATION

COMPLIANCE WITH STRATEGIC PILLARS:
Vibrant Community — Invest in community safety, social, cultural, and recreational programs.

Economic Development — Enhance community economic development to provide opportunities and
sustainability for Fort St. John.

Managing Assets — Build and manage assets that support the current and future needs of the
community.

COMPLIANCE WITH STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES:
e Provide and support robust, affordable, and accessible wellness and recreation
opportunities for the whole community.
e Invest in building, improving, and maintaining physical and digital assets.
e Ensure accountable, transparent, and responsible financial management focused on value.

GENERAL:

Naming Rights Policy No. 116 was originally developed in 2009 and is due for review to ensure it
reflects current industry standards and best practices. As part of the Naming Rights Project, the
City engaged CIMORONI, a consultant specializing in sponsorship and naming rights, to review and
recommend updates to the policy. The proposed amendments focus on aligning the policy of
comparable municipalities and updating its provisions to reflect current industry trends and
expectations.

ORGANIZATIONAL:
This amendment provides clear guidance to organizations that want to submit a proposal, as well
as staff responsible for managing the sale of naming rights for municipal facilities.

FINANCIAL:
There are no financial implications with this proposed amendment.

FOLLOW UP ACTION:

The Policy will guide and inform the tendering process for Naming Rights Request for Proposal for
Recreational Facilities, as outlined in Administration Report No. 0017/25, Resolution No. 240/25.
If approved, the policy will be circulated to staff and made publicly available on the City's website.

ATTACHMENTS:
Council Policy 116 - Naming Rights Mark Up DRAFT
Council Policy 116 - Naming Rights FINAL

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED:
Rosni Abdullah, Administrative Assistant Il
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NAMING RIGHTS POLICY
Council Policy No. 116/0925

1. BACKGROUND:

The City owns an extensive-array of community facilities which provide much needed services to its citizens.
These facilities support the social, cultural, and recreational needs of residents and are managed through a
variety of operational models. Some are operated directly by the City, while others are made available at
nominal rates to not--for--profit tenants. In some cases, facilities are managed while-ethersare-operated-by
an-independent bBoards or £Ssocietiesy on behalf of the City.

As part of its ongoing efforts to diversify revenue sources and reduce reliance on traditional funding
mechanisms, the City has established the use of Naming Rights to generate alternative revenue. Naming
Rights involves the granting of rights to a third party for the public display of their name on a City-owned
asset for a specified period of time. This exchange typically involves a monetary contribution that benefits
the City and its residents.

The City recognizes and supports Naming Rights as a well-established-and-valuable strategy that contributes
to_the financial sustainability of its community assets. These agreements have helped to both enhance
amenities and offset the operational and capital costs associated with the delivery of municipal recreation
and leisure services.

2. PURPOSE:

This policy is intended to cover Naming Rights for eivie-City-owned facilities in order to:

° balance public and private interests,

e e —encourage philanthropic giving while also acknowledging public investments, &

. safeguard against the commercialization of the public realm,
. e—provide clear and consistent evaluation frameworks and approval processes for City Council.

Council Resolution No. 496xx/8925 Effective: Mareh23;
Supersedes Council Resolution No. 2009December xx, 2025
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| 3. DEFINITIONS:

Applicant - a resident, organization or business that makes a formal proposal to the City to name all or
| portions of a City--owned facility.

Agreement - an agreement between the City and an applicant outlining the terms and conditions of approval
in granting Naming Rights.

City-Bowned Facility: - any property, complex, structure, building or portion thereof owned or controlled by
the City of Fort St. John but excluding properties identified in the appheatien-scope section.

Council Resolution No. 196xx/0925 Effective: Mareh23;
Supersedes Council Resolution No. 2009December xx, 2025
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NAMING RIGHTS POLICY
Council Policy No. 116/0925

DEFINITIONS: (continued)

Commemorative Naming - requests to name City-owned facilities granted to an individual, group of
individuals, family foundation, or a non-profit community organization in recognition of significant
philanthropy, or as an honour and generally with or without financial consideration.

Corporate Naming - Naming Rights granted to a corporation or a corporate Foundation and negotiated for a
specific fee_and term.

Designated City Staff - for the purpose of administering this Policy, the Chief Administrative -City-Manager
willOfficer will designate a staff person in the relevant City department.

Naming Entity - The entity (i.e. corporation, community organization or individual) to whom Naming Rights
are granted pursuant to a Naming Rights Agreement.

Naming Rights - refers to the granting by the City the right to name a piece of property or portions of a
property either in exchange for financial consideration or in honour of outstanding achievement, distinctive
service, or significant community contribution.

Tenant —an organization occupying space in a City owned facility through a current Agreement.

4. GUIDING PRINCIPLES:

The City is conscious of how naming rights can affect a facility and the individual connection each of us will
have with it. Therefore, the City is committed to considering the following guiding principles when evaluating
potential partnerships for the City owned facilities:

a) The City supports revenue generation from naming arrangements when these arrangements
directly benefit the community of Fort St. John and the City.

b) A Corporate Applicant’s values, products, customers and promotional goals must be compatible to
the City of Fort St. John’s mission and goals.

c) The City will value Applicants with a past record of responsible environmental stewardship and
involvement in community projects.

d) The community must, by the most part, support the Agreement.

e) As a provincially registered Active Community, the City of Fort St. John is committed to encouraging
individuals to be more physically active. When evaluating partnerships, we will work to leverage our
assets in order to assist residents in building a healthy quality of life.

Council Resolution No. 496xx/8925 Effective: Mareh23;
Supersedes Council Resolution No. 2009December xx, 2025
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NAMING RIGHTS POLICY
Council Policy No. 116/25

GUIDING PRINCIPLES (Continued)

f)  The City will endeavour, to the extent reasonably practicable, to balance its responsibility to
maintain transparent processes and provide full disclosure to the public, with its responsibility to
maintain confidentiality regarding third party interests.

54. APPLICATION-and-SCOPE:

4-1-This Policy applies to the exterior of a al-City--owned facilities such as buildings, facilities, outdoor spaces

and ineludingthrteriorand-ExteriorBuilding-Compenentsinterior sub-components, including thesefacilities

amenities such as rink, pool, gym, lobby, meeting room, sports fields, dog parks, trails etc. operated directly

by the City, and those operated by Tenants._

4!')Tl-\ L3 H £ o Cibvy A + cieh
Y

4-3 Exeeptions—TFThis Policy does not apply to:

a)—4-3-1-City core services facilities (e.g. City Hall, fire halls, police stations), Non-City facilities, Non-City
facilities which occupy City lands and where the building is currently owned by the Tenant, or Naming of
streets. Namingof programsevents orotherkindsof sponsorships:

a)

b)

432 -Philanthropic contributions, gifts, or donations in which property is voluntarily transferred by a
third party to the City of Fort St. John without expectation of return.;

|

Council Resolution No. 496xx/8925 Effective: Mareh23;
Supersedes Council Resolution No. 2009December xx, 2025
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433-Independent foundations or registered charitable organizations that the City may receive benefit
from; and

d)

4-3-4-Sale of advertising or signage space on City-owned facilities and printed materials, which involves
the purchase of advertising space sold at marketplace rates;

e) Sponsorship opportunities for a corporation, community organization or individual to partner with
the City of Fort St John to provide the community with recreational and arts services, programs

and/or events.

The City will not solicit or accept Naming Rights from companies whose main business is derived from:

a) The sale of tobacco, cannabis, or vaping products

b) Religious or political groups or factions or organizations or advocates;

c) Companies that sell or promote pornography;

d) The support of/or involvement in the production, distribution, and sale of weapons and other life-
threatening products;

e) Companies that present imaging or messaging that is derogatory, prejudicial, harmful or intolerant of any
specific group or individual;

f) _ Entities that are in a legal dispute and/or otherwise disqualified from doing business with the City;

g) Expressedly or by impliedeatien endorsement of a political party, elected representative or candidate
from any levels of government;

h) Companies that are not in good standing.

NAMING RIGHTS POLICY
Council Policy No. 116/25

SCOPE (Continued)

Commemorative Names which reflect or imply a reference to any of the following will not be eligible:

a) Elected officials currently in office,

b) Commemorative Names which do not meet criteria outlined in this Policy or are inconsistent with the
mission, vision or values of the City,

C)NAMING-RIGHTFS-POLICY
c i Doliey-Ne—116/25

Secepe{Centinued)

Council Resolution No. 496xx/8925 Effective: Mareh23;
Supersedes Council Resolution No. 2009December xx, 2025
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Proposals to commemoratively rename existing City Owned Facilities will only be considered in
exceptional circumstances. Existing names will not be changed without consideration of:

e The historical significance of the existing name,

e Theimpact on the individual or organization associated with the existing name,

e Andthe cost and impact of changing existing signage, rebuilding community recognition and updating_

records.
i ices facilities CityHall, fire-halls, poli
ions). +Non-City faciliti

streets;
sponsorships.

substantially derived fromthe sale of alcohol, tobacco, or
firearms.
Council Resolution No. 496xx/8925 Effective: Mareh23;

Supersedes Council Resolution No. 2009December xx, 2025
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Fort St_Johni itod e individuals to.t

6. APPLICATION PROCESS:

Naming Rights proposals shall be in writing and outline the benefits to be exchanged between both parties
using the established evaluation criteria.

The City reserves the right to follow a Request For Proposal (RFP) process to solicit new Naming Rights
partners to —be presented in an open, fair and equitable manner.

Unsolicited Naming Rights proposals received by the City will be reviewed and evaluated in compliance with
this policy and the City reserves the right to reject any unsolicited Naming Rights that have been offered to

the City.

ouncil Resolution No. 396xx, 092 Effective: Mareh23;

Supersedes Council Resolution No. 2009December xx, 2025
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7. EVALUATION PROCESS:

Z33-All Naming Rights and Commemorative Naming shall be consistent with the City’s corporate vision,
mission and values and will not compromise or contradict any by-law or policy of the City, or reflect negatively
on the City’s public image;

The City shall evaluate Corporate Naming Proposals according to the following criteria:
a) Overview of Company meeting the mandatory requirements and criteria

b) Community Impact & Alignment

c) Financial Consideration

d) Term

e) Exclusivity

f)  Proposed rights and benefits

g) Proposed Name of the facility

h) Draft signage proposal and acknowledgement plan

i) Demonstrated support from key stakeholders (e.g. members, users, donors, funders)
NAMING RIGHTS POLICY

Council Resolution No. 496xx/8925 Effective: Mareh23;
Supersedes Council Resolution No. 2009December xx, 2025
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EVALUATION PROCESS (Continued)

i) Marketing Initiatives
k) Implementation Feasibility and Readiness
I) Financial Stability

m) Reputation

The City shall evaluate Individual and Commemorative Naming Proposals according to the following criteria:

a) Alignment with the applicant’s mission, vision, and values,

b) Demonstrated significance of the proposed name through relevant background or biographical
information,

c) Documented community recognition showing that the individual, group, or organization has made a
meaningful contribution through public service, volunteerism, or notable achievement.

——Written consent from the person or organization being honoured (or their legal representative, if
deceased), provided prior to consideration.

——NAMING RIGHTS POLICY
: iLPolicy.] 116/25

a—

d

The Chief Administrative Officer or designated city staff will review all applicant submissions that meet
the evaluation criteria and scope and will prepare a report to Council for proposals involving the exterior
and/or sub-components of City assets.

Council Resolution No. 496xx/8925 Effective: Mareh23;
Supersedes Council Resolution No. 2009December xx, 2025
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When Council is considering the Commemorative Naming of a City-owned Facility, the City shall hold at least
one (1) advertised public meeting to hear public input with respect to the Proposal. A notice of intent to
consider Commemorative Naming of a City-Owned —Cemmunity—Facility shall be advertised in general
circulation.

Council Resolution No. 496xx/8925 Effective: Mareh23;
Supersedes Council Resolution No. 2009December xx, 2025
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Council Resolution No. 496xx/8925 Effective: Mareh23;
Supersedes Council Resolution No. 2009December xx, 2025
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MAMING RIGHTS POLICY
- i PolicyNo.116/09

8. GENERAL CONDITIONS:

Recommendations shall demonstrate that the appropriate level of due diligence has been undertaken
including market research and a valuation of the asset fpregram-that is proposed to be named.

8-1-Agreements must be arranged for a fixed term, benefits expressly stated in the agreement and any
agreement is non-transferrable without the written consent of the City.;

Naming Rights agreements must consider the cost and impact of changing existing signage and rebuilding
community recognition and incorporate those costs into the agreement.

Signage and acknowledgement associated with Naming Rights must comply with all applicable laws, bylaws
and policies and must be approved in advance by the City.

Any Naming Rights use shall respect the use of the City’s name, logo and emblems in compliance with the
City’s Brand Guidelines.

NAMING RIGHTS POLICY
Council Policy No. 116/25

Council Resolution No. 496xx/8925 Effective: Mareh23;
Supersedes Council Resolution No. 2009December xx, 2025
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GENERAL CONDITIONS (Continued)

82Recognition shall not unduly detract from physical attributes, character, integrity, or safety of the property
or unreasonably interfere with its enjoyment or use.;r

Agreements should not influence or be perceived to influence day-today business of the City.

The relationship must not cause a City employee or Member of Council to receive any product, service or
asset for personal gain or use.

The City must remain in control over the planning, delivery, management of the City-Owned Facility that is
subject to -Assetreceiving the Naming Rights.

Naming Rights Agreements may not compromise the City’s or a Tenant’s ability to carry out its functions fully
and impartially.

9. NAMING RIGHTS AGREEMENT:

Naming Rights Agreements will be legally binding contracts entered into between the Naming Entity and City.

Council Resolution No. 496xx/8925 Effective: Mareh23;
Supersedes Council Resolution No. 2009December xx, 2025
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Council Resolution No. 496xx/8925 Effective: Mareh23;
Supersedes Council Resolution No. 2009December xx, 2025
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Council Resolution No. 196xx/0925 Effective: Mareh23;
Supersedes Council Resolution No. 2009December xx, 2025
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NAMING RIGHTS POLICY
Council Policy No. 116/25

1. BACKGROUND:

The City owns an array of community facilities which provide much needed services to its citizens. These
facilities support the social, cultural, and recreational needs of residents and are managed through a variety
of operational models. Some are operated directly by the City, while others are made available at nominal
rates to not-for-profit tenants. In some cases, facilities are managed by independent boards or societies on
behalf of the City.

As part of its ongoing efforts to diversify revenue sources and reduce reliance on traditional funding
mechanisms, the City has established the use of Naming Rights to generate alternative revenue. Naming
Rights involve the granting of rights to a third party for the public display of their name on a City-owned
asset for a specified period of time. This exchange typically involves a monetary contribution that benefits
the City and its residents.

The City recognizes and supports Naming Rights as a valuable strategy that contributes to the financial
sustainability of its community assets. These agreements have helped to both enhance amenities and offset
the operational and capital costs associated with the delivery of municipal recreation and leisure services.
2. PURPOSE:
This policy is intended to cover Naming Rights for City-Owned Facilities in order to:

e balance public and private interests,

e encourage philanthropic giving while also acknowledging public investments,

e safeguard against the commercialization of the public realm, and

e provide clear and consistent evaluation frameworks and approval processes for City Council.

3. DEFINITIONS:

“Applicant” a resident, organization, or business that makes a formal proposal to the City to name all or
portions of a City-Owned Facility.

“Agreement” an agreement between the City and an applicant outlining the terms and conditions of approval
in granting Naming Rights.

“City-Owned Facility” a property, complex, structure, building or portion thereof owned or controlled by the
City of Fort St. John but excluding properties identified in the scope section.

Council Resolution No. xx/25 Effective: December xx, 2025
Supersedes Council Resolution No. 196/09 Page: 10of5
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“Commemorative Naming” requests to name City-Owned Facilities granted to an individual, group of
individuals, family foundation, or a non-profit community organization in recognition of significant
philanthropy, or as an honour and generally with or without financial consideration.

“Corporate Naming” Naming Rights granted to a corporation or a corporate foundation and negotiated for a
specific fee and term.

“Designated City Staff” for the purpose of administering this policy, the Chief Administrative Officer will
designate a staff person in the relevant City department.

“Naming Entity” means the entity (i.e. corporation, community organization, or individual) to whom Naming
Rights are granted pursuant to a Naming Rights Agreement.

“Naming Rights” refers to the granting by the City, the right to name a piece of property or portions of a
property either in exchange for financial consideration or in honour of outstanding achievement, distinctive

service, or significant community contribution.

“Tenant” an organization occupying space in a City owned facility through a current agreement.

4. GUIDING PRINCIPLES:

The City is conscious of how Naming Rights can affect a facility and the individual connection each of us will
have with it. Therefore, the City is committed to considering the following guiding principles when
evaluating potential partnerships for the City-Owned Facilities:

a) The City supports revenue generation from naming arrangements when these arrangements
directly benefit the community of Fort St. John and the City.

b) A corporate Applicant’s values, products, customers, and promotional goals must be
compatible to the City of Fort St. John’s mission and goals.

¢) The City will value Applicants with a past record of responsible environmental stewardship and
involvement in community projects.

d) The community must, by the most part, support the Agreement.

e) Asa provincially registered Active Community, the City of Fort St. John is committed to
encouraging individuals to be more physically active. When evaluating partnerships, we will
work to leverage our assets in order to assist residents in building a healthy quality of life.

f) The City will endeavour, to the extent reasonably practicable, to balance its responsibility to
maintain transparent processes and provide full disclosure to the public, with its responsibility to
maintain confidentiality regarding third-party interests.

5. SCOPE:

This Policy applies to the exterior of City-Owned Facilities such as buildings, facilities, outdoor spaces, and
interior sub-components, including amenities such as rink, pool, gym, lobby, meeting room, sports fields,

Council Resolution No. xx/25 Effective: December xx, 2025
Supersedes Council Resolution No. 196/09 Page: 2 of 5
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dog parks, trails, etc. operated directly by the City, and those operated by Tenants.

This Policy does not apply to:

a)

b)
c)
d)

e)

City core services facilities (e.g. City Hall, fire halls, and police stations), non-City facilities, non-City
facilities which occupy City lands and where the building is currently owned by the Tenant, or naming
of streets.

Philanthropic contributions, gifts, or donations in which property is voluntarily transferred by a third
party to the City of Fort St. John without expectation of return.

Independent foundations or registered charitable organizations that the City may receive benefit
from.

The sale of advertising or signage space on City-Owned Facilities and printed materials, which
involves the purchase of advertising space sold at marketplace rates.

Sponsorship opportunities for a corporation, community organization, or individual to partner with
the City of Fort St. John to provide the community with recreational and arts services, programs,
and/or events.

The City will not solicit or accept Naming Rights from companies whose main business is derived from:

a)
b)
c)
d)

e)

f)
8)

h)

The sale of tobacco, cannabis, or vaping products.

Religious or political groups or factions or organizations or advocates.

Companies that sell or promote pornography.

The support of/or involvement in the production, distribution, and sale of weapons and other life-
threatening products.

Companies that present imaging or messaging that are derogatory, prejudicial, harmful, or intolerant
of any specific group or individual.

Entities that are in a legal dispute and/or otherwise disqualified from doing business with the City.
Expressed or implied endorsement of a political party, elected representative, or candidate from any
level of government.

Companies that are not in good standing.

Commemorative names which reflect or imply a reference to any of the following will not be eligible:

a) Elected officials currently in office.
b) Commemorative names which do not meet criteria outlined in this policy or are inconsistent with the
mission, vision, or values of the City,
c) Proposals to commemoratively rename existing City-Owned Facilities will only be considered
in exceptional circumstances. Existing names will not be changed without consideration of:
e The historical significance of the existing name,
e Theimpact on the individual or organization associated with the existing name, and
e The cost and impact of changing existing signage, rebuilding community recognition, and
updating records.
Council Resolution No. xx/25 Effective: December xx, 2025

Supersedes Council Resolution No. 196/09 Page: 30of 5
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6. APPLICATION PROCESS:

Naming Rights proposals shall be in writing and outline the benefits to be exchanged between both parties
using the established evaluation criteria.

The City reserves the right to follow a Request for Proposal (RFP) process to solicit new Naming Rights
partners to be presented in an open, fair, and equitable manner.

Unsolicited Naming Rights proposals received by the City will be reviewed and evaluated in compliance with

this policy. The City reserves the right to reject any unsolicited Naming Rights that have been offered to the
City.

7. EVALUATION PROCESS:

All Naming Rights and Commemorative Naming shall be consistent with the City’s corporate vision, mission,
and values and will not compromise or contradict any bylaw or policy of the City or reflect negatively on the
City’s public image.

The City shall evaluate Corporate Naming proposals according to the following criteria:

a) Overview of company meeting the mandatory requirements and criteria
b) Community impact and alignment

c) Financial consideration

d) Term

e) Exclusivity

f) Proposed rights and benefits

g) Proposed name of the facility

h) Draft signage proposal and acknowledgement plan

i) Demonstrated support from key stakeholders (e.g. members, users, donors, and funders)
j)  Marketing initiatives

k) Implementation feasibility and readiness

I)  Financial stability

m) Reputation

The City shall evaluate Individual and Commemorative Naming proposals according to the following criteria:

a) Alignment with the applicant’s mission, vision, and values,

b) Demonstrated significance of the proposed name through relevant background or biographical
information,

c¢) Documented community recognition showing that the individual, group, or organization has made a
meaningful contribution through public service, volunteerism, or notable achievement.

d) Written consent from the person or organization being honoured (or their legal representative, if
deceased), provided prior to consideration.

Council Resolution No. xx/25 Effective: December xx, 2025
Supersedes Council Resolution No. 196/09 Page: 4 of 5
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The Chief Administrative Officer or designate city staff will review all applicant submissions that meet the
evaluation criteria and scope and will prepare a report to Council for proposals involving the exterior and/or
sub-components of City assets.

When Council is considering the Commemorative Naming of a City-Owned Facility, the City shall hold at

least one (1) advertised public meeting to hear public input with respect to the proposal. A notice of intent
to consider Commemorative Naming of a City-Owned Facility shall be advertised in general circulation.

8. GENERAL CONDITIONS:

Recommendations shall demonstrate that the appropriate level of due diligence has been undertaken
including market research and a valuation of the asset that is proposed to be named.

Agreements must be arranged for a fixed term, benefits expressly stated in the agreement and any
agreement is non-transferable without the written consent of the City.

Naming Rights agreements must consider the cost and impact of changing existing signage and rebuilding
community recognition and incorporate those costs into the agreement.

Signage and acknowledgement associated with Naming Rights must comply with all applicable laws, bylaws,
and policies and must be approved in advance by the City.

Any Naming Rights use shall respect the use of the City’s name, logo, and emblems in compliance with the
City’s Brand Guidelines.

Recognition shall not unduly detract from physical attributes, character, integrity, or safety of the property
or unreasonably interfere with its enjoyment or use.

Agreements should not influence or be perceived to influence the day-to-day business of the City.

The relationship must not cause a City employee or Member of Council to receive any product, service, or
asset for personal gain or use.

The City must remain in control over the planning, delivery, and management of the City-Owned Facility
that is subject to receiving the Naming Rights.

Naming Rights Agreements may not compromise the City’s or a Tenant’s ability to carry out its functions
fully and impartially.

9. NAMING RIGHTS AGREEMENT:

Naming Rights Agreements will be legally binding contracts entered into between the Naming Entity and City.

Council Resolution No. xx/25 Effective: December xx, 2025
Supersedes Council Resolution No. 196/09 Page: 50f 5
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