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Why Agriculture?

« Agriculture = significant contributor to
BC's economy and the sector is growing;

» BC Farm Cash Receipts increased from
$4.03B in 2020 to $4.37B in 2021.

« Agriculture support B.C. jobs and family
businesses;

 In 2020, 30,000 people were employed in
primary agriculture across BC.

» Food security is more important than
ever, especially in our climate crisis;

» The UN reports that the global food crisis
is only getting worse due to many factors

Supporting
Agriculture in Your
Community

» The agriculture industry holds its
own, and it's a stable.

» In comparison to other major
sectors, it can also be surprising:

» Primary agriculture, which also
supports B.C.'s Food and
Beverage Processing sector, has
sales of $11B per year in B.C.
(2020);

> This sector is likely happening in
your community. And if it isn’t, why
not?



Pressure 1:
Limited
Arable Land

- B.C.s agriculture’s land
base includes:

- The Agricultural Land
Reserve (ALR)

- ~5 percent of B.C.'s land base;

- a mix of agricultural
capability;

- ~54 percent crown land.

- ~7 percent not available for
farming.

- Remaining 95% does not
have the Same regulatory
rotections - although
here is some non-ALR
farmland.

Pressures on the ALR and
Farming

 Arable land in B.C. is very limited and under
great pressure

« Some pressures facing the ALR and farming
industry include:
* Limited arable land;
Cost of ALR land;
Urbanization;
Housing;
Demographics;
Lack of industrial land.






Pressure 4:
Housing
Demands

It's called the Agricultural Land RESERVE;
ALR is not the solution to B.C.'s housing crisis;
ALR is not the solution to local government planning on housing;

More people living the ALR = more headaches;
« Increased traffic/people driving farther distances;
« People unfamiliar with farming = more complaints;
« More strain on infrastructure.
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Tools in the Toolbox

How local governments can help B.C. agriculture through land use planning

MIN. OF MUNICIPAL MIN. OF AGRICULTURE AGRICULTURAL LAND COMMISSION
FRAMEWORK AFFAIRS AND FOOD

Minister’s Farm : ALR
Bylaw Practices GCUTLLEIEL Regulations

. Land Use ALC
Standards Protection T o (General Policies

Local Gov't
Act

PROVINCE/
TRIBUNAL

Community (like (Right to and Use)
Charter guidelines) Farm) Act (ALUIS)

LOCAL
GOVERNMENT
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Consider supporting agriculture with:

1. Agricultural Advisory Committees
(AACs);

2. Agricultural Area Plans (AAPs);

3. Tax and Water rates;

4. Irrigation District support;

5.  Official Community Plans updates;
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LOCAL
GOVERNMENT

Zoning Bylaws updates;
Development Permit Guidelines;
Special Farm Bylaw Powers (RTF
regulated);

9. Education and Outreach
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MIN. OF MUNICIPAL MIN. OF AGRICULTURE AGRICULTURAL LAND COMMISSION
FRAMEWORK AFFAIRS AND FOOD

ALR
Regulations

Farm
Practices
Protection
(Right to
Farm) Act

Minister's
Bylaw
Standards

Agricultural
Land Use

Local Gov't
Act

PROVINCE/ ALC

TRIBUNAL
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(like
guidelines)

(ALUIS) and Use)

Community
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Adopt these suggested MBS criteria when updating
your bylaws:

1. Property line building setback distance
maximums;

Size and siting maximums for residential use;
Temporary Farm Worker Housing provisions;
Lot coverage maximums for farm structures;
Special Farm Bylaws - bird scare devices,
mushroom facilities, farm-side edge planning.

LOCAL
GOVERNMENT
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Recognize that farming businesses
following normal farm practices that
are protected from:

LOCAL
GOVERNMENT

1.  Local government nuisance and
animal control bylaws (in the
ALR);

2. Neighbourhood nuisance
complaints (in and outside of the

ALR)

3. Align bylaws to reflect this
provincial legislation.
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1. Contribute staff and resources
where possible when Ministry staff
are undertaking survey work.

2. Utilize data when undertaking
reports and plans.

3. Help raise awareness within the
community.
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Acknowledge and support
the ALR as a provincial
zone through local
government bylaws and
policy where agricultural is
a priority use
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Adopt ALR Regulation rules into local government bylaws:

1. Types of farm uses that must be permitted (but can
be regulated) by local governments;

2. Types of farm uses that can be prohibited by local
governments (new);

3. Types of non-farm uses that must be permitted by
local governments;

4. Types of non-farm uses that may be prohibited by

local governments;

Subdivision approvals;

Permitted residential uses;

Soil deposit and removal;

ALR land exclusion.

© N,

Tools in the Toolbox

How local governments can help B.C. agriculture through land use planning

FRAMEWORK

PROVINCE/
TRIBUNAL

LOCAL
GOVERNMENT

MIN. OF MUNICIPAL
AFFAIRS

Local Gov't
Act

Community
Charter

MIN. OF AGRICULTURE
AND FOOD

AGRICULTURAL LAND COMMISSION

Minister’s Farm
Bylaw Practices

Standards Protection
(like (Right to

guidelines) Farm) Act

. ALR
Agricultural Regulations

Land Use C
Inventories (General Policies

(ALUIS) and Use)

1. Stay up-to-date on ALC
policies that impact ALC
applications.

2. Consider the long-term
impact of agriculture
when making decisions
on ALC applications.



Ag Advisory
Committees

« Appointed by Council or
Regional Board

« Operates under Council or
Board’'s Terms of Reference
(TOR)

« Advisory, not decision
making

- Day-to-Day & Broader
Issues.

« Typically, a Select or
Standing Committee

AACs - the work

- Day-to-day (re-active) roles
« Zoning Amendments & ALR
applications

« Comment on urban edge
development

* Long range (pro-active) roles
» Developing agri-tourism
policy
 Create awareness (e.g. farm
tours)

 Agricultural Area Planning

+ Study impact of recreation
on agriculture



Key Messages

Competing demands for limited
agricultural land are growing;

Challenges for farmers are
growing;

Ensuring greater food security
requires having the land base
available to support the sector;

Protecting this provincial asset
requires a provincial - and local
government - effort.

Local government elected
officials can and do make a
difference to support farmland,
farmers and B.C.'s agricultural
sectors.



Questions?

* Gregory Bartle, Land Use Planner
Land Use and Geospatial Unit
* Gregory.Bartle@gov.bc.ca

» Jeff Weightman, A/Director
Land Use and Geospatial Unit
* Jeffrey.Weightman@gov.bc.ca

* Brenna Schilds — Regional Agrologist
Agriculture Development Unit (North)
* Brenna.Schilds@gov.bc.ca




