
  
  

REQUEST FOR DECISIONREQUEST FOR DECISION  

  

 File # 7710File # 7710--01 01 

Report To: Report To: Mayor and CouncilMayor and Council

From:From: Chief Administrative OfficerChief Administrative Officer

Presenter:Presenter: Milo MacdonaldMilo Macdonald

Subject:Subject: Administration Report No. 0026/24Administration Report No. 0026/24  

Frozen John Mascot Frozen John Mascot -- Historical Research Historical Research

Meeting:Meeting: Regular CouncilRegular Council

Meeting Date:Meeting Date: 12 Feb 202412 Feb 2024

  

RECOMMENDATION:RECOMMENDATION:  

  

 

"THAT, Council receive the historical research information within "THAT, Council receive the historical research information within 

Administration Report No. 26/24, Administration Report No. 26/24,   

AND THAT, Council authorize staff to continue using the City's Frozen John AND THAT, Council authorize staff to continue using the City's Frozen John 

mascot."mascot."  

CAO'S COMMENTS:CAO'S COMMENTS:  

  

Towards the end of 2023, City of Fort St. John staff heard local concerns that continued use of Towards the end of 2023, City of Fort St. John staff heard local concerns that continued use of 

the "Frozen John" mascot might be insensitive because it trivialized the death of a local First the "Frozen John" mascot might be insensitive because it trivialized the death of a local First 

Nations Person from exposure. The Fort St. John North Peace Museum conducted research as Nations Person from exposure. The Fort St. John North Peace Museum conducted research as 

did Doig River First Nation. Through that process, it was learned that the namesake of did Doig River First Nation. Through that process, it was learned that the namesake of 

"Frozen John" was a Swedish man by the name of Hjalmer Melquist who had died of exposure "Frozen John" was a Swedish man by the name of Hjalmer Melquist who had died of exposure 

near Fort St. John in 1918 in an area now known locally as "Frozen John" In those days, near Fort St. John in 1918 in an area now known locally as "Frozen John" In those days, 

Hjalmer was known as "Honest John".  Hjalmer was known as "Honest John".    

  

ALTERNATIVE RECOMMENDATION:ALTERNATIVE RECOMMENDATION:

"THAT, Council direct staff to provide a report to Council to detail the implications of changing "THAT, Council direct staff to provide a report to Council to detail the implications of changing 

the name of the "Frozen John" mascot to "Honest John"."the name of the "Frozen John" mascot to "Honest John"."  

    

  

 

  

KEY ISSUES(S)/ CONCEPTS DEFINED: KEY ISSUES(S)/ CONCEPTS DEFINED: 

During the early part of 2023, there were a number of conversations that took place between During the early part of 2023, there were a number of conversations that took place between 



members of our staff and members of the public around the Frozen John Mascot.  This mascot members of our staff and members of the public around the Frozen John Mascot.  This mascot 

has been associated to the City of Fort St. John for several years. The story behind the Frozen has been associated to the City of Fort St. John for several years. The story behind the Frozen 

John mascot was of a local man who had perished of exposure many years ago. Some concern John mascot was of a local man who had perished of exposure many years ago. Some concern 

was expressed that this person may have been a community member of Doig River First was expressed that this person may have been a community member of Doig River First 

Nation. It was felt that if this was the case there may be some sensitivity in continuing to Nation. It was felt that if this was the case there may be some sensitivity in continuing to 

use this mascot to support our local events.  use this mascot to support our local events.    

    

Having learned of this potential controversy and concern, staff made inquiries to determine if Having learned of this potential controversy and concern, staff made inquiries to determine if 

continued use of the mascot was problematic. Staff were seeking to determine both the story continued use of the mascot was problematic. Staff were seeking to determine both the story 

of "Frozen John" and the identity of the the real person who was the namesake of the of "Frozen John" and the identity of the the real person who was the namesake of the ““Frozen Frozen 

JohnJohn” ” story.     story.       

    

Internal records were consulted first to learn what information was available about the Internal records were consulted first to learn what information was available about the 

adoption of the mascot and also the underlying history around "Frozen John".  adoption of the mascot and also the underlying history around "Frozen John".    

    

It was learned that the Frozen John mascot was first brought forward in November of 2005 at It was learned that the Frozen John mascot was first brought forward in November of 2005 at 

a Council meeting by the City Manager of the day and Sue Popesku, who introduced a Council meeting by the City Manager of the day and Sue Popesku, who introduced ““Frozen Frozen 

JohnJohn” ” to Council. to Council.   

    

Staff contacted the Doig River First Nation (DRFN) band manager, Shona Nelson, and asked Staff contacted the Doig River First Nation (DRFN) band manager, Shona Nelson, and asked 

whether the Frozen John mascot was a matter of sensitivity to the DRFN. The concern was whether the Frozen John mascot was a matter of sensitivity to the DRFN. The concern was 

that if the namesake of Frozen John was Indigenous, and had died of exposure, whether it that if the namesake of Frozen John was Indigenous, and had died of exposure, whether it 

was appropriate to continue using the mascot. Ms. Nelson made a number of inquiries and was appropriate to continue using the mascot. Ms. Nelson made a number of inquiries and 

advised that in a discussion with their Elders, she had learned that the namesake of advised that in a discussion with their Elders, she had learned that the namesake of ““Frozen Frozen 

JohnJohn” ” was not Indigenous, not a DRFN band member, and that DRFN took no position on was not Indigenous, not a DRFN band member, and that DRFN took no position on 

whether the mascot should be used or not. whether the mascot should be used or not.   

    

After searching all available records, staff were unable to locate much information conclusive After searching all available records, staff were unable to locate much information conclusive 

to the story of to the story of ””Frozen JohnFrozen John””.  .  It was decided to involve the North Peace Museum, and in It was decided to involve the North Peace Museum, and in 

conversation with their curator, it was decided to hire the museum to research this matter to conversation with their curator, it was decided to hire the museum to research this matter to 

determine if historical records could provide any more detail on the story of determine if historical records could provide any more detail on the story of ““Frozen JohnFrozen John””.  .    

    

During these inquiries, the Museum managed to locate several pertinent records and spent During these inquiries, the Museum managed to locate several pertinent records and spent 

many hours learning the story of many hours learning the story of ““Frozen JohnFrozen John” ” in detail. The details of the story are below in in detail. The details of the story are below in 

point form as extracted from the historical records compiled for us by the North Peace point form as extracted from the historical records compiled for us by the North Peace 

Museum.Museum.  

    

l On March 3, 1918 there was a report that a man had perished of exposure.  The matter On March 3, 1918 there was a report that a man had perished of exposure.  The matter 

was reported to police.was reported to police.  

l On March 5, 1918, the man was located frozen and deceased, and was then buried out On March 5, 1918, the man was located frozen and deceased, and was then buried out 

near where he was found.near where he was found.  

l It was learned that the deceased man was a 40 year old man, of Swedish origin, by the It was learned that the deceased man was a 40 year old man, of Swedish origin, by the 

name of August Hjalmer Melquist.  He was known as name of August Hjalmer Melquist.  He was known as ““Honest JohnHonest John” ” and was found by and was found by 

Aku and Japesia near Fish Creek.Aku and Japesia near Fish Creek.  

l Melquist was born in Sweden and had immigrated to Canada on November 20, 1905 on Melquist was born in Sweden and had immigrated to Canada on November 20, 1905 on 

the ship Parisian.  His occupation at the time was listed as the ship Parisian.  His occupation at the time was listed as ““Glass BlowerGlass Blower” ” and and 



““LabourerLabourer””..  

l Interestingly, it appears that one of the BC police officers involved in the investigation Interestingly, it appears that one of the BC police officers involved in the investigation 

was Robert J. Ogilvie, after whom a local school has been named.was Robert J. Ogilvie, after whom a local school has been named.  

l The area north of town and near Fish Creek where Melquist perished has been referred The area north of town and near Fish Creek where Melquist perished has been referred 

to as to as ““Frozen JohnFrozen John” ” for many years.for many years.  

l The first public appearance of the The first public appearance of the ““Frozen JohnFrozen John” ” mascot was on November 18, 2005 for mascot was on November 18, 2005 for 

the Santa Claus Parade.the Santa Claus Parade.  

The only consideration that may be worth making on this particular mascot is that the The only consideration that may be worth making on this particular mascot is that the 

deceased person was known as deceased person was known as ““Honest JohnHonest John””, , although his actual name was August although his actual name was August 

Melquist. It seems like a shame that this mascot is named after the way he died rather than Melquist. It seems like a shame that this mascot is named after the way he died rather than 

the way he lived, as an honest man.the way he lived, as an honest man.  

    

Nevertheless, there are no objections or concerns from DRFN that the continued use of this Nevertheless, there are no objections or concerns from DRFN that the continued use of this 

mascot is in any way inappropriate or disrespectful.  mascot is in any way inappropriate or disrespectful.    

    

In the preparation of this report it has been very useful to have had the support of DRFN, in In the preparation of this report it has been very useful to have had the support of DRFN, in 

speaking with their Elders and passing along to us the oral history of this event. speaking with their Elders and passing along to us the oral history of this event.   

    

It has also been very useful to have the skilled historical researchers at the Fort St. John It has also been very useful to have the skilled historical researchers at the Fort St. John 

North Peace Museum who managed to unearth an enormous amount of information to put North Peace Museum who managed to unearth an enormous amount of information to put 

this story in context.  this story in context.    

    

With the benefit of the information learned, there are no concerns about the continued use of With the benefit of the information learned, there are no concerns about the continued use of 

this mascot.  this mascot.    

    

  

  

RELEVANT POLICY: RELEVANT POLICY:   

  

  

  

 

 

IMPLICATIONS OF RECOMMENDATIONIMPLICATIONS OF RECOMMENDATION

COMPLIANCE WITH STRATEGIC PILLARS: COMPLIANCE WITH STRATEGIC PILLARS: 
Vibrant Community – Invest in community safety, social, cultural, and recreational programs.    
   
Relationships & Advocacy – Initiate and foster relationships and advocate to decision makers on 

the issues that impact our community and our neighbours.   
   
Economic Development – Enhance community economic development to provide opportunities 

and sustainability for Fort St. John.  
   
Organizational Excellence – Provide a healthy workplace that is inclusive and builds on our 

diversity, engagement, and sense of community.  
   
Managing Assets – Build and manage assets that support the current and future needs of the 

community.   



RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED:RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED:  

Milo Macdonald, Chief Administrative OfficerMilo Macdonald, Chief Administrative Officer  

02 Feb 202402 Feb 2024

  

  

COMPLIANCE WITH STRATEGIC PRIORITIES:  COMPLIANCE WITH STRATEGIC PRIORITIES:    

  

GENERAL: The effort involved in the preparation of this report is justified by GENERAL: The effort involved in the preparation of this report is justified by 

the strategic focus on the value of relationships and advocacy, as well as the strategic focus on the value of relationships and advocacy, as well as 

within the goal of a vibrant community, fostering community pride and a within the goal of a vibrant community, fostering community pride and a 

sense of belonging.sense of belonging.  

  

ORGANIZATIONAL: ORGANIZATIONAL:   

  

FINANCIAL: There are no financial considerations relating to this decision.FINANCIAL: There are no financial considerations relating to this decision.  

  

FOLLOW UP ACTION: No follow up action will be required if Council FOLLOW UP ACTION: No follow up action will be required if Council 

authorizes the continued use of the "Frozen John" mascot as recommended in authorizes the continued use of the "Frozen John" mascot as recommended in 

the report.  the report.    

  

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION: COMMUNITY CONSULTATION: 

Doig River First NationDoig River First Nation  

Fort St. John North Peace MuseumFort St. John North Peace Museum  

  

  

COMMUNICATION: COMMUNICATION:   

  

DEPARTMENTS CONSULTED ON THIS REPORT: DEPARTMENTS CONSULTED ON THIS REPORT:   

  

 

  

Attachments:Attachments:  

Fort St. John North Peace Museum research materialsFort St. John North Peace Museum research materials  

  







Frozen John Research  
 

Alaska Highway News Search (1 hour) 
 

General References to Area 

-Lots of references to Frozen John hill in the 1990s and early 2000s particularly in regards to 
tobogganing and nearby railway tracks, Frozen John Roubaix (Blizzard bike club race), and 
parties  
-Motocross races at Frozen John (1970s) 

-Real estate references to “Frozen John area” in early 2000s  
 

Historic References to Area in AHN  
AHN 1992 – Amy Smith’s story of her arrival in Fort St. John and journey out to North Pine 
where she was to teach in 1930 – stopped on top of Frozen John Hill with driver Tommy 
Hargreaves and fell in love with the Peace  
-AHN 1955 (earliest reference in AHN) – Slim Byrnes’ article mentions Frozen John hill as being 
part of the Fort Nelson Trail in the 1920s – this reference to Frozen John hill and the Fort Nelson 
Trail is mentioned again in a 2001 AHN article (Glancing Back by Bill Dyer) 
 

Mascot References in AHN 

-Nov. 2005 – Frozen John – our “winter” mascot “danced into city hall” as unofficial first public 
appearance – first notable public appearance was two days later (Nov. 18 2005) at the Santa 
Claus Parade 

-Dec. 2005 – Frozen John makes appearance with Salvation Army photo  
-January 2006 – Frozen John appears at his first High on Ice festival  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Peacemakers of North Peace (1978) by Cora Ventress and Marguerite Davies – only reference 
to Frozen John below – Tamara chased the Klondike guy who sold meat and found he squatted 
near Fish Creek in 1898, built a cabin, and returned to try and claim land in 1912 but as this isn’t 
the right candidate we have omitted that information (unless you’d like us to include it) 
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