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Electoral Boundaries Commission (By email)

April 27, 2022

Dear Commissioners,

I am writing as the MLA for Peace River North and a former twelve-year municipal
councillor for Fort St. John to express my sincere concern regarding the Electoral Boundary
Commission’s scheduled hearings in Northern British Columbia.

While I appreciate that the commission will be visiting both Dawson Creek and Fort Nelson,
I was shocked to learn that the Commission is not scheduled to host a live meeting in Fort
St. John, a city of over 20,000 people.

Not all residents in my riding have means to stable internet connections in order to
participate in a virtual meeting. Skipping out on meeting with residents of the largest
municipality north of Prince George does a disservice to my constituents and throws into
doubt the ability of the Commission to accurately record the views of northern residents
on the issue of electoral boundaries.

Through means of this correspondence, I am requesting that urgent consideration be given
to holding a meeting in Fort St. John in short order. Please do not disenfranchise thousands
of my constituents, who currently do not have the opportunity to be heard and express
their thoughts on electoral boundaries and the importance of rural representation.

Residents from the Peace River Region remain worried about the possibility of losing fair
representation and access to their MLAs. Accessible local representation is critical in order
to ensure a conduit between our remote communities and their government in Victoria.

On a final note, I must also raise the issue of holding the public town-hall in Dawson Creek
at 8:30 AM. As a region of younger people, working in the resource sector, this would
require someone to take a day off work to attend and voice their concerns. Indeed this
would be inconvenient for anyone attending.
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I look forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience on this urgent matter for
my constituents.
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