
Chief and Council
Blueberry River First Nation
Blueberry Reserve Rd,
Buick, BC V0C 2R0

July 25, 2022

BY EMAIL

Dear Chief Desjarlais:

We write on behalf of a group of engaged residents of Charlie Lake and Red Creek, in response
to your comments to www.energeticcity.ca.

The article published on June 29th shows both the residual confusion and concern and the
opportunity to work together constructively.

Now that settlement agreements have been reached, we appreciate your offer of a new
opportunity for direct engagement. We welcome a structured approach to working together with
Blueberry River First Nation (BRFN).

Charlie Lake

Residents of Charlie Lake have long expressed concerns about environmental and water quality
impacts if the subject parcels on the west side of Charlie Lake are ultimately developed.

As this area is vital for wildlife habitat and watershed integrity our goal is to see the Charlie Lake
watershed area preserved in perpetuity as a formal ecological reserve, potentially in partnership
with an organization such as the Nature Trust of British Columbia.

We appreciate your comments to the effect that BRFN’s objectives are consistent with overall
protection of key ecological interests in Charlie Lake, that the nation will be seeking higher
standards of stewardship for the lake moving forward, and that it will be an important ally to
those that seek the same.

We look forward to establishing that alliance, and we would welcome the establishment of a joint
conservation working group under your leadership. Such a clear commitment would be a
reassuring signal to local residents.

Red Creek

While BRFN has made significant efforts to accommodate the interests of residents, there is still
considerable uncertainty with regard to the nation’s plans in the area, exacerbated by the

http://www.energeticcity.ca/


additional pressure that Site C flooding will put on the Red Creek valley for both wildlife and
outdoor recreation.

Red Creek residents would welcome direct conversations with BRFN in order to learn more
about the nation’s intentions and planning process for the area. In particular, more specific and
granular details in terms of buffer zones, access corridors, traffic implications, and approaches
to wildlife and recreational access would enable a more informed conversation driven by facts
rather than fears.

Next Steps

We propose the following immediate next steps:

1. A small direct meeting between Chief and Council and our community working group
And/Or
2. A larger town hall meeting with band members and residents of both Red Creek and
Charlie Lake

Thank you again for your commitment to co-exist peacefully and constructively - we look forward
to working together in the years to come.  You can contact our group via email at
RCCLCW@gmail.com .

Sincerely,

Graham O’Day, Chair
Red Creek & Charlie Lake Community Working Grou


