
November 14, 2022 

 

NCO in Charge 

1230 – 102 Ave 

Dawson Creek BC V1G 4V3 

 

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

We have formulated this letter as a group of concerned citizens in Dawson Creek working to prevent 

theft, potential crimes and recover stolen property. Our group is comprised of female and male 

residents, local business owners, community volunteers, property owners and coaches of our kids’ local 

sports teams. We are mothers and fathers in Dawson Creek concerned for our families and the 

wellbeing of the community. As you may know, the theft in Dawson Creek has escalated exponentially. 

People used to hear of a vehicle going missing once or twice per month, it is now at a rate of one to two 

per night. This doesn’t include the number of personal belongings such as tools, ATV’s, bicycles and even 

our kids’ scooters and toys. We are writing this letter as a group of residents, on behalf of the 

community, who have lost confidence in our local RCMP detachment’s ability to address the acute rise 

in crime.  

 

To start, we formally request further information on a few documented instances our group has been 

involved in: 

 

November 8, 2022, at approximately 4:00 pm, residents were involved in recovering a stolen 

vehicle. One of the citizens in the group identified a stolen vehicle on the highway coming into Dawson 

Creek and notified others in the group. The group responded by following the stolen truck to the Petro 

Pass cardlock where two men left the stolen truck and were picked up by a second truck. The group 

then followed the second truck and blocked it on the Dangerous Goods Route after it had pulled over. 

The trucks’ driver rammed a group member’s vehicle to try to get away. The truck was then able to drive 

through the ditch and head toward Dawson Creek. The group proceeded to follow the truck into town 

and ended up at Network Ministries located in what used to be O’Brien school. Police responded after 

approximately 30 minutes from the time they were called (which was before anyone had left Petro Pass) 

and proceeded to arrest a citizen from our group for mischief over $5000 and possession of a weapon 

for dangerous purpose. The officers proceeded to search his vehicle without a warrant. He was told “We 

can do whatever we like”, although the search proved there were no weapons in the vehicle. To our 

knowledge, the RCMP arrested one person who was driving the truck, let one go and the other two fled 

the scene. In addition, our group member was required to turn in his PAL. It was apparent the 

responding officers were far more interested in arresting citizens trying to prevent further crime than 

arresting and investigating the people that committed the crime. This sadly seems to be a reoccurring 

theme during these situations. 

 

November 5, 2022, at approximately 1:00 am, local citizens noticed a chevy truck pulling a trailer with a 

skid steer on the deck. The breakaway chains and hitch were sparking. It was followed for about 10 

minutes heading out of town. When the driver realized they could not get away, they stopped and 



pulled the pin on the hitch receiver, dumping the trailer, and fled. Local citizens on patrol stayed and 

called the RCMP. An officer arrived and informed the citizens to go home or the would be arrested. 

Once again, the officer seemed far more interested in scolding the citizens for helping and threatening 

them with arrest, than pursuing the thieves. We would like to know under what grounds and what 

criminal code offence the officer had to threaten the citizens of our group with arrest? 

 

November 5, 2022, at approximately midnight, local citizens followed a well-known criminal/drug dealer 

to a residence at Mile’0 trailer park. A firearm was discharged three times in the direction of the citizen 

group. RCMP were called. They arrived casually and had no sense of urgency to de escalate the 

situation. There has been no attempt by the RCMP to reach out to the people who were shot at to 

collect any witness statements. Discharging a firearm within city limits is a very serious offence. Is there 

a case file number on this instance, and if so, has there been any further investigation into the person 

responsible? 

 

November 3, 2022, at approximately 9:00 pm, local citizens gathered at a well know problem/drug 

house. The resident of this address came out and immediately started threatening everyone. He waved 

a construction level at the group and threw an electric drill battery in their direction. He uttered threats 

of shooting and killing the group. The resident spoke specifically to one member and said, “I know where 

you live, ******** and I'm going to shoot you”. Three RCMP members were there when this was said 

(officer names have been omitted). The neighbor was also a witness to this and told the RCMP that the 

disgruntled resident does indeed have firearms. In addition, the same neighbor has phoned the RCMP 

on several occasions about the discharge of firearms at this residence. Again, no arrests were made and 

the RCMP have not contacted anyone present for their statements to help bolster the investigation. 

 

This is only a few examples of an ever-growing list of encounters and theft occurring within Dawson 

Creek and area. These appalling situations are now the talk of the town. When we frequent the local 

coffee shop, our kids’ sporting events, local concerts, or restaurants, it’s all we hear anyone talking 

about anymore. People are scared. They are scared for their kids, and they are scared for themselves. 

The community of Dawson Creek and surrounding area is at a total loss. People are starting to become 

hopeless. The current community feels that there is little, if any, deterrent for these thieves as they are 

not being arrested or charged for their crimes. Residents are having to remove trailer tires, disable their 

vehicles, board up their windows and accept the fact that regardless of their efforts, it’s just a matter of 

time until they have their belongings taken from them. If you haven’t been directly affected by this 

uptick in crime, you most definitely know someone, or have heard of someone who is. The feeling of the 

community is, the RCMP lack empathy for residents and wish to shut down our group, instead of 

working with us or helping us organize. Our group isn’t a bunch of thugs with nothing better to do with 

our time. We are all volunteering our time out of necessity. We can’t afford the replacement or 

insurance costs associated with theft. We want to work with the RCMP and assist with preventing crime 

in our beloved community. We have amassed a large amount of data from surveillance in a small time 

that could help our officers out, but not once have we been asked for any info or what we have 

witnessed. Nothing but stonewall from the RCMP.  

 

 

 



We, the concerned citizens, have been on the RCMP website where it states your purpose. 

 

1. Prevent crime 

2. Enforce the law 

3. Investigate offenses 

 

We feel the Dawson Creek RCMP is currently failing at upholding all three of these statements. It is most 

likely due to limited resources and our officers need help. Our community is being let down. As a result, 

we feel we have no choice but to take it upon ourselves and actively try to stop crime in our community. 

 

We ask that the RCMP report to me on these specific cases and provide file numbers and any updates.  

 

We want to work along side the RCMP and help. We are not criminals. We are concerned community 

members. 

 

Thank you for your time, 

 

Doug Scott 

On behalf of the concerned citizen group in Dawson Creek, British Columbia. 

 

cc: S/Sgt Scott Hromadnik, Advisory NCO, RCMP North District HQ 

 

cc: Chief Superintendent Warren Brown 

 

 


