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Dear Minister Kahlon and Minister Fleming, 

 

I am writing to inform you of an incredibly concerning issue in my riding of Peace River North. 

 

The industries of the Peace River Region are experiencing a severe interruption in their ability to get 

their products to market. This is in large part due to a critical shortage of CN rail cars which is leading to 

stranded inventory, companies curtailing or shutting down operations, people being laid off or 

terminated, and communities left uncertain about their future.  

  

Now, producers have an excess of products they cannot ship. This is affecting the supply chain as buyers 

are hesitant to reorder until they receive their current shipments. The industries of the Peace River and 

Northern Rockies regions rely heavily on CN Rail to ship their product, and it is imperative that the rail 

lines, including Taylor to Fort St. John to Fort Nelson, remain open and fully maintained and 

operational.    

  

Examples of the rail car impacts include:  

 

• December 2021: The Canfor Group began curtailing production at their facilities due to the 
buildup of inventory.  

• February 2022: The Taylor Pulp Mill felt the impacts and operations were curtailed for 6 weeks. 
Normally, this facility puts out 70 cars; this has slowed to 17 cars per week.   

• April 2022: The Taylor Pulp Mill’s operational hours were reduced again for four weeks. 
• Conversations with Louisiana Pacific about the critical struggle of getting rail cars 
• Conversations with North Pine Farmers Institute about critical shortages of rail cars.  

  

All of this is forcing employers to make some very tough decisions and we are seeing significant job loss 

within the Peace River region. With respect to the wood products, this is also affecting the price for 

consumers as the product is not being delivered to market.  
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CN Rail must make every effort to ensure it meets its contractual obligations to local industries and 

provide the critical service that is necessary for them to survive. Insufficient rail service creates trickle-

down issues, which affect a substantial number of people in Peace River North, as well as in the rest of 

B.C. 

 

I respectfully ask you to connect with your federal counterparts — including Minister of Transportation, 

Omar Alghabra, Minister of Natural Resources, Jonathan Wilkinson, and Minister of Agriculture, Marie-

Claude Bibeau — to immediately increase transportation services to Fort St. John and the Peace River 

region so our businesses and industries don’t lose any more product or revenue due to circumstances 

entirely out of their control. 

 

 

Regards, 

 

 
 

Dan Davies  

MLA, Peace River North 

 

cc. Bob Zimmer, MP for Prince George—Peace River—Northern Rockies 

cc. Ben Stewart, Opposition Critic for Transportation 

 


